
Totally Implantable Venous Access Devices –
Information for patients

This leaflet tells you about the procedures for Totally Implantable Venous
Access Devices (port). It explains what is involved and the common
complications associated with this procedure. It is not meant to replace
discussion between you and your doctor, but as a guide to be used in
connection to what is discussed with your doctor.

What is a Totally Implantable Venous Access Device
(Port)?
A port is used for the administration of intravenous medications, blood
products, fluids and for sampling of venous blood. It is a system that is
completely implanted beneath the skin and is visible merely as a small raised
area. Since the port is placed under your skin it is protected from water,
bacteria and other irritants. Daily care is generally not required and should not
limit you doing any of the activities that you normally enjoy.

A port is a small round chamber approximately one inch in diameter that
contains a raised central dome called a septum. The septum is made of
silicone and is seated in a titanium base.

The septum is where the needle is inserted for the delivery of medication. The
medication is then carried from the port chamber into the bloodstream through
a small flexible tube called a catheter.
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Why do I need a port?
The main reasons for requiring a port are:


